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Marine Risks between London and Dungeness, and between the 
Thames and the Isle of Wight. 

A S it is one of the main objects of the ' Assurance Magazine' to 
collect and preserve such facts as may hereafter, when further 
information is obtained, prove useful in drawing general conclu- 
sions as to the value of risks of various kinds, either affecting life 
or property, we gladly avail ourselves of the kind permission of 
Mr. John Young, a member of the Underwriters' Room, Lloyd's, 
London, to make use of a list prepared by him of the casualties 
and wrecks which have been officially reported to have occurred 
between London and Dungeness. The period over which the 
reports extend is for eighteen months from January 1849. The 
loss of life and property recorded is very large. It is impossible 
however to arrive at the exact result, which is actually much 
greater than is here stated, from the fact that numerous vessels, 
with all on board, are annually cast away upon the Goodwin and 
adjacent sands. The result only can be guessed at from certain 
vessels, which are known to have been in that vicinity, not arri- 
ving at their destination after due lapse of time. In using Mr. 
Young's paper, the facts contained in which have been collected 
and compiled with great care and attention, we have not thought 
it necessary to reprint it in the exact form* of the original, the 
principal result to be arrived at being the amount of property 
which was lost in the time named. The name of the vessel is 
given in every case in Mr. Young's list, with various other par- 
ticulars, which may be interesting to underwriters. Sometimes 
the place where the vessel was driven on shore is stated, and 
sometimes the nature of the injuries repaired, such as " anchors 
and chains supplied;" but this information is not of a nature to 
require further notice for our present purpose. The damages 
caused by collision, wherever specified, are placed in a separate 
column. In those cases in which the whole of the necessary do- 
cuments were not obtainable, the estimated damage is stated ; 
but in forming the average, which from the short period of time 
under review can only be considered a very rough calculation, we 
have not deemed it advisable to divide the results. 
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Table showing the number of Vessels injured and the amount of 
Damage estimated or incurred in the Navigation between London 
and Dungeness in eachmonthfrom January 1849 to June 1850 
inclusive, distinguishing the number of Vessels and amount 
of Damage sustained in Collisions. 
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253 
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In examining this table those of our readers who are not ac- 
customed to this class of risks, will probably be surprised at the 
large amount of property lost in so short a time, and in so narrow 
a space. In the year 1849 only upwards of £200,000 is the 
actual or estimated damage to vessels in the passage between 
London and Dungeness to 214 vessels, and of this amount 
£41,724 was caused to 20 vessels by collision with others, not 
to speak of 31 vessels the names of which are recorded, some 
having been in collision, some run aground, &c, but of which 
the amount of loss has not been stated. The average damage to 
each vessel in the year was £935 ; and of those injured or de- 
stroyed by collision £2086. The average however is large in con- 
sequence of one or two heavy and entire losses of valuable ships, 
the " Aberfoyle," in December, being alone estimated at £35,000. 
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We have given some of the reports, which will explain the more 
important items of loss. The four months January, February, 
March, and December of 1849, comprise together 176 vessels 
out of 214, or 82*2 per cent, of the total vessels injured; and 
£165,267 out of £200,097, or 82*6 per cent, of the total damage 
sustained. The first three months of 1850, combined with De- 
cember of 1849, appear to have been unusually disastrous," no 
less than £208,927 out of £333,492 being stated as the amount 
of losses in these four months, when compared with the whole 
eighteen months observed. The average of the corresponding 
six months in each year is not so widely different ; and perhaps, 
if similar observations were extended over a longer period of 
years, some useful and practical conclusions might be drawn 
from the results. 

The following are the reports of particular heavy cases of loss 
which are deserving of attention, or may help to elucidate the 
table above given. 

1849. Jan. 22nd. — The "Tigris" from Ceylon to London is on shore near 
Dover, and it is feared will go to pieces. (Afterwards became a total 
wreck.) £57,000. 

March 2nd (Whitstable).—" Clementina" from St. Michaels, parted from 
both anchors and chains on the 28th ult, and was seen on the Maplin, 
where she shortly after filled and became a wreck. £2,280. 

June 7th (Margate). — " Simon Taylor," Jamaica to London, is on shore on 
the Shingles (became a total wreck). ,£20,000. 

Dec. 8th. — " Potentate," from London to Launceston, in working out of the 
Downs last evening got on shore on the Main, near Kingsdown, and re- 
mains filling with the tide. .£8000. 

Dec. 9th. — " Digby," from Callao, was on shore yesterday on Pan Sand, with 
part of cargo thrown overboard and likely to be a wreck. £8200. 

Dec. 14th. — " Aberfoyle," Calcutta to London, while at anchor in the Downs 
last night was run into by a large ship and received so much damage that 
she was run on shore to prevent her sinking. Estimated £35,000. 

Dec. 25th (Dover).—" Columbus," from London to Bombay, went on shore to 
the eastward of Dungeness Lighthouse, had 10 feet of water in her hold 
this morning, and it is feared she has bilged. 

Dec. ?0th (Ramsgate). — A brig has been totally lost this morning. Crew 
drowned. 
" Defence," Portsmouth to London, was run into whilst at anchor by the 
" Ville de Bruges" steamer, and cut down to the water's edge. Crew got 
on board a steam-tug lying near. 

1850. Jan. 5th.— A sunken vessel brig-rigged with all her masts standing was 
observed yesterday morning, the North Sand Head Light Vessel bearing 
south, lying right in the track of vessels in 8i fathoms at low water. 
She is supposed to have been run down by a steamer during the night of 
the 4th of January ; some of her sails have been saved, marked H. Ro- 
billiard, Sailmaker, Jersey. CVeio supposed to have perished. 

Jan. 25th. — " Anna Maria" of South Shields, bound to London, was in con- 
tact yesterday morning with the " Ben Nevis" and sunk. 
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Jan. 26th. — " Palmyra," China to London, was stranded off Boulogne and 

became a total wreck. ^40,000. 
Jan. 28th (Deal). — A schooner was observed on the Goodwin Sands this 

morning, and it is feared the crew have perished, as she disappeared before 

the boats reached her. 
Jan. 29th (Dover).—" Stagshaw" for Havanah, went on shore last night near 

Sandgate and was abandoned ; she was got off again this morning after 

throwing part of her cargo overboard, but sunk again in trying to get into 

Folks tone. 
Feb. 1st (New Romney). — " Glencairn," China to London, is stranded in the 

East Bay of Dungeness ; the hull is under water, and it is feared she will 

become a wreck. jg20,000. 
Feb. 4th. — " William and Mary," sunk during the gale of 4th of February 

at Shoebury Ness. One boy drowned. 
Feb. 5th. — " Sarah," Jamaica to London, was taken in tow 5th Feb. by 

steam-tug " Trinity" off Margate Sands, and was obliged to abandon her 

in the Prince's Channel in consequence of the tow-rope breaking ; the 

steam- tug then brought up at 1 1 p.m., and it blowing a hurricane lost her 

anchor and chain. The Sarah was lost with all on board. 
Feb. 7th. — " Lucinda," from Callao to London, was stranded near St. Valery 

on the 7th of February, and has become a wreck. £l 1,500. 
March 30th. — " Royal Adelaide," Steam-vessel from Cork to London, was 

lost on the Tongue Sand with all on board, supposed 250 souls. 
May 7th, (Ramsgate.) — "Teniers," for Rio de Janeiro, was totally wrecked 

this morning on the Goodwin Sands,. Me mate drowned. The Captain 

reports the loss of an English schooner and a French schooner at the 

same time, the crews of which are supposed to have perished. 
May 8th (Deal). — "William" and " Henry" from Hull are supposed to have 

been totally lost with all on board, the former on the Mouse, the latter on 

the Goodwin Sands. (Since confirmed.) 

The above is a list of some of the more important accidents 
which have occurred in the short period of eighteen months. 
The loss of life and property, great as it appears to be, comprises 
only a portion of the risks. It will be observed that several cases 
of the absolute destruction of the vessels, and probably the crews, 
are recorded, where not even the name of the ship could be 
ascertained. It is much to be feared that other accidents may 
occur in the same dangerous locality, the only result known being 
that the vessels never arrive at their port of destination. 

From Mr. Young's paper we also give the following abstract, 
comprising a period of seven years, from the commencement of 
1837 to the end of 1843, of the loss of shipping and life, and of 
the casualties to which vessels are subject in the navigation be- 
tween the Thames and the Isle of Wight, which was carefully 
made a few years since from the authentic records of Lloyd's. 

From the following it appears that about 23 per cent, of all the 
vessels incurring damage in the navigation between the Thames 
and the Isle of Wight were entirely wrecked or foundered ; and 
that rather more than 4 per cent, of the whole number were cases 
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in which the whole or several of the crews and passengers were 
lost. The proportion of vessels which took the ground but were 
got off again, was above 40 per cent. The average number of 
vessels damaged per annum was 196. 
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In connection with this subject may be examined the results 
deduced from Mr. Rucker's paper respecting the collisions be- 
tween vessels, as extracted from Lloyd's list from 1845 to 1849 
inclusive, which was published in No. I. Sept. 1850, of this Ma- 
gazine. The reader will find there stated in a note the number 
of collisions which occurred in the English and Irish Channels 
and parts adjacent in 1845 and 1849, as compared with those 
in all parts reported. We give the proportions to elucidate the 
frequency of accidents near the shores of England. 

Of collisions between vessels there occurred — 



In the English and Irish Channels \ 

and parts adjacent / 

the North Sea 

In the Baltic and Mediterranean, 
including the Categat and Straits 
of Gibraltar 

In other parts 



Collisions. 

164 
138 

34 

46 

382 



Proportion 
percent. 



429 
36-1 

8-9 

12-1 

1000 



In 1849. 



Collisions. 



142 
134 

31 

33 

340 



Proportion 
per cent. 



41-8 
39-4 

9-1 

97 

1000 
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Thus of the collisions reported at Lloyd's from all parts of the 
world, the proportion in the English and Irish Channels and 
parts adjacent, was about 42 or 43 per cent, in each of these 
years, and it will be noticed how remarkably near the other 
averages are to each other in each period. 

Statement of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels which entered 
the Port of London with Cargoes from Foreign Ports, or from 
the Colonies and Dependencies of England during the year 1847. 



Countries. 


British. 


Foreign. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 




693 

350 

245 

127 

32 

50 

18 

85 

1 

106 

12 

4 

33 

62 

127 

84 

188 

16 


88,880 

36,095 

24,471 

16,902 

4,136 

7,320 

2,716 

14,538 

136 

28,652 

1,579 

777 

12,122 

28,347 

34,054 

31,322 

50,223 

5,306 


325 
13 
50 

45 

1 

26 

9 

15 

2 
3 

44 

180 

,. 1 


23,089 
1,761 
5,120 

11,239 

210 

5,186 
2,595 

3,330 

756 
1,557 

9,259 

92,248 

2,637 


Portugal, Azores, and Madeira . . 












Tunis, Algeria, and Morocco .... 






The Whale Fisheries 


From foreign ports. Total 
British Colonies & Dependencies — 


2233 

9 
30 
214 
437 
462 
369 
503 


387,576 

818 

5,461 

58,072 

209,211 

205,935 

111,340 

52,077 


724 

4 

2 

8 


158,987 

1,027 

914 
2,606 


Malta 


British Possessions in Africa . . 

Asia. . . . 

British North American Colonies 




From British Colonies .... Total 
In British vessels 


2024 


642,914 


14 


4,547 


4257 
738 


1,030,490 
163,534 


738 


163,534 




Irish traders 


4995 


1,194,024 
108,033 

752,600 


Coasting trade with London"! 
Total tonnage 





.... 


2,054,657 
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It must be particularly observed, that it is not intended here 
to show the actual value of the risk incurred. The vast trade of 
England with foreign countries must of course lead to the con- 
course of both British and Foreign shipping, and the narrowness 
of the Channels may naturally account for accidents, which 
neither skill nor carefulness could always avoid. The foregoing 
table, with which we have been favoured by Mr. Young, will 
enable some idea to be formed of the number of vessels navigating 
the Channel with which the casualties in our first table may be 
compared, making allowance for the increase since 1847, and 
some proportion for foreign vessels to and from foreign ports, 
which must be also liable to danger in the passage. 

There seems to be a growing opinion that much of the risk to 
which life and property are exposed in the short but perilous 
navigation which forms the subject of this paper, might be 
avoided by the making the port of arrival and departure some 
safe harbour on the southern coast. Plymouth or Falmouth 
have been pointed out by different parties as eligible, but the 
heavy cost of carriage of goods and passage by railway for so long 
a land journey, would probably be found to increase too much 
the cost of merchandise or the expenditure of the poorer class 
of travellers. The port of Southampton, however, with its capa- 
cious docks, ready communication to London by railway, and, if 
the Directors consult their own interest, as well as that of the 
public, one would imagine cheap transit of goods on a grand 
scale, might by its adoption save hundreds of thousands in the 
mere risk of navigation, which we see to be so fruitful of losses 
even in the short space of eighteen months. It may be difficult to 
estimate the amount of British property which is thus annually 
in peril, because the damage in some cases includes that to 
foreign vessels passing to and from foreign ports. We believe, 
however, it is roughly estimated that the average of loss actually 
incurred to shipping is about \ per cent, on the amount insured. 
The £200,000, which is the total reported for 1 849, is therefore equi- 
valent to £80,000,000 exposed to risk in the year, and sustaining 
the damage above stated, on that portion only of the passage be- 
tween London and Dungeness to other parts beyond. It does not 
appear from the table we have given what the damages and losses 
to the same property in other parts of the world may be. Per- 
haps, in the course of time, we may be able to obtain estimates 
of losses in other places, and for a longer period. It is probable 
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the subject will grow in interest as the facts are perused, and 
some of our correspondents may be disposed to favour us with 
other authentic information. 

If to these direct casualties be added the loss of time in the 
transit of goods, which is always a charge upon the consumer in 
the price he pays for their consumption, the loss of time to pas- 
sengers and emigrants, the cost of provisions, the wear of shipping, 
the wages of seamen and officers, and the expenses of steam-tugs, 
where time is attempted to be saved, the total is so great, that it 
has been computed by an authority who has given much labour 
and experience to the subject, that £500,000 annually are lost to 
the public by the navigation of the Channel and River to the port 
of London. The attention of the Government has been forcibly 
drawn to the advantages of Southampton for the purposes of 
emigration. A short line of railway between Willesden and 
Brentford is all that is wanting to connect the whole narrow 
gauge lines of the kingdom, and unite the north of England di- 
rectly with the south. The emigrant and his family would avoid 
the waste of time, the extra cost of conveyance, and, what is 
worse, the temptations and dissipation of a great city. He would 
be carried direct to his place of embarkation, be less subject to 
the detention by weather of the ship in which he is to embark, 
find capacious premises ready for his reception during the short 
time he must necessarily stay (for it is understood the Directors 
of the Southampton Docks' Company have agreed to prepare one 
of their warehouses for the comfort and convenience of the emi- 
grants), and would probably in every way discover that both his 
purse and his time, his comfort and his safety, would be better 
consulted by avoiding the delays and dangers of the passage by 
the Thames. 
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